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Introduction and Participant Guide

 Stuff to know before we start

 Muting

 Chat function

 Slides will be posted at www.NHEconomy.com/ptac under Training 

Presentations

 Session is being recorded

 We will post the recording as soon as we’re able

http://www.nheconomy.com/ptac


What to Expect from Today’s Webinar

 Introduction to SAM.gov

 What is SAM.gov

 How to access the Data Bank

 Accessing the Contract Data

 Introduction to USASpending.gov

 What is USASpending.gov

 How to access Contract Award data

 How to view data

 Example of extracted EXCEL report

 FPDS

 Specific Contract Data* and solicitation data



Introduction to SAM.gov

 General Services Administration (GSA) Integrated Award Environment 

initiative manages multiple systems as part of the federal award lifecycle.

 Until recently, the IAE managed ten online systems. Today, the number of 

IAE systems has been reduced to six. This will eventually be reduced to 
one system, which is known today as SAM.gov.

 The new consolidated system will use a single login to access the site. The 

integrated system will simplify daily tasks and increase business 

knowledge by providing users a powerful search tool, one robust 

reporting tool, and one workspace for managing their day-to-day work.

 This site is the official U.S. government website for people who make, 

receive, and manage federal awards.



• Former “FBO” 

transitioned late 2019

• FPDS Contract Data 

Reports transitioned 

late 2020

• Systems in green 

section have been 

merged into SAM

• Blue section are 

upcoming

https://www.gsa.gov/about-us/organization/federal-acquisition-service/office-of-systems-management/integrated-award-environment-iae/about-samgov


 The official notice below appears at FPDS:

 “Attention: FPDS reports module is now retired.  Go to SAM.gov to 

access any Contract Data Reports”

On October 17, 2020, the FPDS reports module retired and the 

SAM.gov Data Bank is the only place to create and run both 

standard and ad hoc reports on federal contract data. 

 If you are searching for details on specific contracts, continue using 
FPDS eZsearch as FPDS remains the authoritative source for entering 

and viewing details about contract award data.

Introduction to Contract Data Reports

https://sam.gov/content/home
https://sam.gov/content/home


 Data Bank 

 The reports now available at SAM.gov can allow you to analyze 

certain types of federal spending data with a few clicks. 

Geographical report by vendor location, or place of performance

 Small business and other socio-economic spending

Contract Data Reports 

 The Data Bank consists of Contract Data Reports

 Reports on acquisition awards are available to the public*

 Reports allow you to analyze data by geography, agency, 

product/service type or other attributes. 

*some require a login

Introduction to Contract Data Reports



Contract Data Reports

 Access to many Contract Data Reports require you to create and 

utilize a personal log in.  Login to this and other government data 

systems is provided through login.gov, and is the same as your 

login for SAM.gov. 

 The login.gov sign-in process involves a two factor authentication 

– username and password; 6 digit confirmation code by voice, 

text or email 

 Tip – provide multiple means of authentication – especially remote 

means. This provides lockout insurance.



 From the SAM.gov home page to access the Contract Data 

content:

Select Data Bank from the menu under SAM.gov logo 

 The Data Bank landing page will appear, which provides a 

brief description and presents an option to sign in or sign up

Left-hand menu will have “Standard” reports selected

Appears to require that you sign-in or create an account 

(unless you are signed in)

You are successfully logged-on when the Profile icon (upper right) 

has two options:  Profile and Sign Out.

Contract Data Reports



Data Bank Landing Page



Contract Data – Static Reports

 From the left hand menu (under Report type), selecting Static

will load a page with several reports that the Government 

provides on a Fiscal Year basis:

National Interest Actions (natural disasters, Covid-19, 

Ukraine Mission Support)

Small Business Goaling Reports 

Top 100 Contractors

Federal Procurement history (1981 to 2007, in PDF format)



 From the left hand menu again, select “Standard” 

 Now you must be signed in to access the reports

 There are currently 37 Standard Reports available listed in 

alphabetic order by name. 

 Some appear duplicative of the Static Reports, these allow you to use 
your own date range/criteria 

Small Business Goaling

National Interest Actions

Others that may be of interest:

Buying Through Government Acquisition Vehicles

Total Actions by NAICS

Purchase Card as Payment Method

Contract Data – Standard Reports



 First we will go to page 2 and select “Federal Contract Actions and 

Dollars”

 Enter criteria: data range and organization/agency

 10/01/2020 to 9/30/2021 (for FY21 data available to date) and 

 no specific Organization or Contracting Office Region

Click execute

 Results show $635 Billion as of 4/21/2022 for all Agencies representing all 

contract spending for FY21 

(note that when reviewing current data DOD has 90 days to report)

 Displays contract spend by federal agency in descending ($) order

Contract Data – Standard Reports



Federal Contract Actions and Dollars

 Top of the report has multiple options

Default view is Grid, may choose to view as a graph, or both

May print, email, export, send to PDF or refresh data (listed in 

order of icons)



 Selecting Export brings you to a page of options for exporting:

 Select options, as desired, and choose export 
(right hand side of page)

Exporting Contract Data Reports



 Return to the Standard Reports (using link above report name)

 We will now view Geographical Report by Vendor Location 
(also Page 2)

 Using State of New Hampshire, and the same FY21 date range,

 The results show over $1.9 Billion of total contract spend going to 
vendors with their primary office geographic location in New 

Hampshire (and 8,682 actions).  

 Scroll to the right (from bottom of report) to view further details 

(Actions, Dollars, Percentage for each ‘subcategory’)

Women Owned Small Business

Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small Business

Educations Institutions

State Government

Local Government

Contract Data – Standard Reports



 From Standard Reports now lets review Geographical Report by 

Place of Performance (for comparison)

Using State of New Hampshire, and the same FY21 date range,

The results show the total spend for New Hampshire as Place of 

Performance is $1.736 Billion for the FY21 date range. (>6600 actions)

 Returning to standard reports, our final report to review is 

Contractor Search (bottom of page 1)

Criteria: 10/01/2020 to 9/30/2021 (for FY21 data available to date) 

 Results are provided by Vendor Name

 In descending order by Total Dollars awarded

 This may result in multiple lines for the same contractor

(Ex. On page 1, #4 = BOEING COMPANY, THE and #7 = THE BOEING COMPANY)

Contract Data – Standard Reports



Introduction to USASpending.gov

 Relatively new data source is described as “the official open data source of 

federal spending information.  We track how federal money is spent in 

communities across America and beyond.  Learn more about government 

spending through interactive tools that explore elements of the federal budget, 

such as federal loan, grant and contract data”.

 This database grew out of the federal spending activity reporting arising out of 

the “great recession” era of 2007-2008 era.  During that time, there was great 

public interest in where federal funds were being provided and spent through 

various programs including contracting and grants/loans, etc.

 This database contains detailed data for the vast, vast majority of federal funds 

transactions.  For our purpose, Contract Data, contract award information is 

able to be compiled/reported in .csv format in great detail.  If my math is 

correct, each contract transaction listed contains 282(+/-) columns of data 

relating to the contract transaction.



 As example, the database can be searched for Contract Awards to New 

Hampshire Small Businesses in FY21 Contract Awards 

 Data elements are too numerous to detail but include, as example, the FAX 

number that the Vendor has included in their SAM registration, and the Salary 

amounts for the top 5 executives in publically held companies – again a SAM 

data element for other-than Small businesses.  

 A key data element is the Solicitation Number and the Awarding Office Code 

of the specific contracting action (most but not all transactions, particularly 

pre-2007 actions) which is highly useful in competitive research.  Note that the 

first 6 digits of the Solicitation number is generally the PIID (Procurement 

Instrument Identifier) of the Awarding Office Code. 

 Circling back to SAM.gov, you can use the PIID as a keyword to search for 

procurements out of the buying office you want to work with going forward.  

There are even names of buyers.

Introduction to USASpending.gov



 If greater drill-down is desired, Award Searches can be created in a more 

targeted manner.  

 For example, for a small Electrical Contracting firm (NAICS 238210) wanting to do 

contract work in New Hampshire, this search can be performed using the 

applicable Advanced Search categories.  Results show annual amounts ranging 

from less and $1 mil to upward of $20 mil.

 Results of thus far in FY20 show $6.8 Million in contracts in 62 specific transactions 

able to be viewed/downloaded.  

 If run over past 3-5 years, a prospective contractor would be able to gain a 

good sense of the federal contract market for the specified NAICS service, and 

who/where the activities are that put these contracts out to bid.

Introduction to USASpending.gov



 In closing, it is worth mentioning that for these potentially large data 

documents which are available, use of the EXCEL Pivot Table function 
is very valuable.  

 Creating pivot tables which include the data elements of greatest 

value to the user, for example, the NAICS Code for Electrical 

Contracting cited above, a pivot table is a very useful vehicle by 

which targeted opportunities searches become increasingly simple to 

create.

Introduction to USASpending.gov



 Now that we have overall data, how do we drill down?

 We can go to FPDS (Federal Procurement Data System) to view details of 

the contract

 FPDS Homepage provides a “Google like Search” box

 Paste the PIID (a/k/a Contract Number) into the search field

 Note, you need to clear the search box first

 Using the PIID W15QKN21C5029, from the USASpending data, we get 

multiple results because of a modification

 Click view next to the award with (0) modifications we obtain more details

Contractor Name: Monument Construction

Contracting Office: Dept of the Army

 Solicitation ID: W15QKN21R5038

 Prepared by: KAWANA.A.SIMMS.CIV.W15QKN@MAIL.MIL 

Contract Details - FPDS

https://www.fpds.gov/fpdsng_cms/index.php/en/


 Reviewing the original solicitation can be helpful in 

preparation for future proposals

 Usually can obtain from the USASpending Data, and also in 

the FPDS Record

Copy the Solicitation Number (W15QKN21R5038) and 

navigate to SAM.gov

Enter in general search (or use Contract Opportunities domain)

Locating the Solicitation

https://sam.gov/content/home


 Initial search for the solicitation yields “No matches found”

 Provides option to include inactive records in your results:

 select YES

Now 3 results: Original Award Notice, Updated Solicitation and Original 

Presolicitation

Locating the Solicitation



Shameless Commercial:
 NH PTAC offers free assistance with all this & more.

 You must have a physical presence in New Hampshire.

 You have to sign up online.

 To continue “active client” status, you have to use us as a resource.

 Our Contact Information:

New Hampshire Procurement Technical Assistance Center

Division of Economic Development

Department of Business and Economic Affairs

100 North Main Street, Suite 100

Concord, NH 03301-4991

govcontracting@livefree.nh.gov

Danielle Bishop Larry Findeiss

Cell: 603 419-0571  Cell: 603 848-8451

danielle.bishop@livefree.nh.gov lawrence.findeiss@livefree.nh.gov

https://www.nheconomy.com/ptac/become-a-client
https://www.nheconomy.com/ptac/
mailto:govcontracting@livefree.nh.gov


How do I get started with NH PTAC?

Go to the website and answer our questionnaire 

(www.nheconomy.com/ptac)

 Email us at: govcontracting@livefree.nh.gov

Meet with us in Concord, or via zoom

 Request a site visit – we’ll come to you.

http://www.nheconomy.com/ptac
mailto:govcontracting@livefree.nh.gov

